
STEP 1: To start off, let’s create a border using 
a ruler and pencil. Measure from the edge of 
the paper on 4 sides.When you start to draw, 
use the whole paper inside the border.

STEP 2: A partridge has a small round head 
and a big oval belly! Draw the two shapes 
as shown then join the head to the body 
creating a neck.

STEP 3: Add a curved line starting at the 
beak and ending just below the neck. Start 
at the tail, curve upwards into the body for 
the wing. Add feather markings as shown.

A Partridge in a Pear Tree

STEP 5: Tree first: under the partridge draw 
a thick trunk to the bottom of the frame. 
Above the partridge, on the sides and 
underneath, add several curved branches. 
Then add your pears under the branches.

STEP 6: Add pointy curved leaves in differ-
ent sizes near the branches. Thicken the  
branches a little before you begin to color.
Remember, don’t color the outer border.

STEP 7: Now you can begin to color. Start with the bird first, then the tree, pears and leaves. 
Lastly, color in the background. You may use colored pencils as shown here but watercolors 
or markers are fine. There are many varieties of partridges and males and females are 
colored differently. Artists can make their bird any color. If you love pinks and purples or 
greens and blues, go for it! In the second version, a snowy background was added.  
That is your choice. Whatever you choose will be perfect!

As part of St. Patrick’s “Twelve Day’s of Christmas  Virtual Christmas Fair,” 
here are step-by-step instructions on how to draw and color ‘A Partridge  
in a Pear Tree. ‘ Give it a try and enter your drawing to win a prize!  You’ll 
need: paper (9 x 12 or 11 x 14), pencil, eraser,  colored pencils, markers or 
watercolor set to finish...and, of course, your imagination! Take a clear, well 
lit photo of your art and email it to parentorg@stpatrickssi.org
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PARTRIDGE  
FUN FACTS

n A partridge is a small 
bird that usually lives on the 
ground. THEY DO NOT LIVE IN 
PEAR TREES! They have chubby 
bodies and small heads. 

n Partridges are in the pheas-
ant family. When you look at 
them, you notice that they look 
a bit like a mixture between a 
chicken and a quail and they 
taste like chicken too!

n Partridges only live about 
two years. They are favorite 
prey of great horned owls, 
falcons, feral dogs and cats, 
red foxes, grey foxes, skunks 
and raccoons.
 
n Partridges eat seeds, nuts, 
and berries. During the  
breeding season and while 
they are young, they feed on 
insects and invertebrates.

n Partridges do not make 
good house pets. They are wild 
birds, and are normally quite 
flighty and fearful of humans. 

STEP-BY-STEP DRAWING ENTER TO WIN A PRIZE!

STEP 4: For the pears: think of a snowman 
without the middle piece. Draw a small 
circle and a larger one underneath then join 
the two shapes and erase the middle. 

PARTRIDGE DETAIL

PEAR DETAIL

Add a small triangular beak & tail.  
Add a ‘comma-shaped’  
plume on the top  
of the head.

Add a curved line a the top  
of the head (so it  
looks like a small cap)

Make as 
many pears 
as you’d like

tree trunk


